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PRELUDE   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   Young, Bumgarner  
        
GREETING  AND ANNOUNCEMENTS     Pastor Darin  
    Please sign and pass the friendship pad.   
 
INTROIT    The Wonder of Christmas   Joel Raney 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP         Pastor Darin 
  During Advent we recall God’s promises spoken through the prophets. 
 The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
 To the hurting, God promises unshakable hope. 
 The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
 To the forsaken, God promises unconditional love. 
 The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
 To the broken, God promises unmerited grace. 
 The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
 To the heavy hearted, God promises unbridled joy. 
 The Word of the Lord is steadfast and true. 
 
CANDLE LIGHTING        Shauna Seaman 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE    The Wonder of Christmas         
   There is wonder in the hope of the birth of a King,  
   there is wonder in the sound of the angels as they sing.   
   O come, O come, Emmanuel, and join us here. 
 
OPENING PRAYER        Shauna Seaman 
   
   *You may stand in body or spirit as you sing. 
 
*HYMN   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   No. 88 (vs. 1-4) 
 
CALL TO CONFESSION       Shauna Seaman 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  from Luke 1:75 and Malachi 3:2  Shauna Seaman 
 

Holy and righteous God, far too often we are a far cry from the holiness you 
invite us into. And often we fail to live up to your righteous standards for how we are 
called to live. Refine us with your refiner’s fire to remove all our sinful impulses and 
impurities. Forgive and cleanse us to make us pure and holy once again. Help us to live 
in a way that would be pleasing to you, our Lord. Amen. 
      (Silent reflection) 
   
WORDS OF ASSURANCE       Shauna Seaman 
 Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.  
 Amen. 
    
          

     

Order of Worship 



3 

 

*RESPONSE   Doxology     No. 606 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
  praise him, all creatures here below;  
  praise him above, ye heavenly host;  
  praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST      Pastor Darin 
 The grace and peace of Christ be with you all. 
 And also with you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  "Is Your Heart Prepared for a King"   Chancel Choir   
  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      Shauna Seaman 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Malachi 3:1-4      Shauna Seaman 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you 
seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—
indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 2 But who can endure the day of his coming, and 
who can stand when he appears? 

For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; 3 he will sit as a refiner and purifier of 
silver, and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until 
they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.4 Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 
 The word of the Lord 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES      Pastor Darin 
 
GOSPEL LESSON   Luke 1:5-25      Pastor Darin 

 5 In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged 
to the priestly order of Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Eliza-
beth. 6 Both of them were righteous before God, living blamelessly according to all the com-
mandments and regulations of the Lord. 7 But they had no children, because Elizabeth was bar-
ren, and both were getting on in years. 
 8 Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 9 he was 
chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of the Lord and 
offer incense. 10 Now at the time of the incense offering, the whole assembly of the people was 
praying outside. 11 Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side 
of the altar of incense. 12 When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed 
him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. 
Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John. 14 You will have joy and 
gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great in the sight of the Lord. He 
must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the Holy 
Spirit. 16 He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 With the spirit and 
power of Elijah he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the 
disobedient to the wisdom of the righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the  
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Lord.” 18 Zechariah said to the angel, “How will I know that this is so? For I am an old man, 
and my wife is getting on in years.” 19 The angel replied, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence 
of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 But now, be-
cause you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become 
mute, unable to speak, until the day these things occur.” 

21 Meanwhile the people were waiting for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary. 22 When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary. He kept motioning to them and remained unable to 
speak. 23 When his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 

24 After those days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she remained in 
seclusion. She said, 25 “This is what the Lord has done for me when he looked favorably on me 
and took away the disgrace I have endured among my people.” 

34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunken-
ness and the worries of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. 
For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, pray-
ing that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.” 
 
  The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON   “Advent Mystery”     Rev. Darin Seaman 
 
*HYMN   While We Are Waiting, Come   No. 92  
  
WE GIVE OUR OFFERINGS   
 Invitation to Give         Shauna Seaman 
 Offertory Music  O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  Wilbur Held 
 Prayer of Dedication        Shauna Seaman 
  

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
 

INVITATION TO THE TABLE 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

 One: The Lord be with you. 
  All: And also with you.  
  One: Lift up your hearts. 
  All: We lift them up to the Lord.  
  One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  All: It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER   Pastor Darin 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.  
 
MEAL 
   When the music begins you may do the following: 
     1. Peel back plastic cover. 
     2. Remove wafer. 
     3. Peel back juice seal. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
*HYMN   Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus  No. 83 
 
BENEDICTION         Pastor Darin  

 
POSTLUDE   O Come, O Come, Emmanuel   Andrew Carter 
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Serving Us Today 
Thank you for sharing your ministry with us today:  Shauna Seaman (Worship Leader), 
Jeannie/Phil Chu Greeters), Jeanne Duininck/Gail Aalderks (Ushers), Dr. Marcelyn Smale, 
Don Fortner, Chancel Choir (Music), John/Patty Scott, Jay Espelien (Audio Visual),  
Christly Sumihi/Aki Rebeck (Nursery).   
 
Masks are recommended for use today in worship.  Please practice social distancing during our 
worship.  Coffee is being provided in fellowship hall.  We are no longer passing an offering 
plate.  Plates are located at the front and back of the sanctuary.  You may also give online at 
our website fpcstcloud.org. 
 
Flowers 
Today's flower arrangement is from Mark and Mary Giese, as they celebrate the anniversary 
of Adoption Day with their oldest son, Andrew, hijo de Dios, (child of God). 
 

Advent Study 
Join us for an Advent Study this Wednesday evening via Zoom.  Several churches from our 
presbytery are joining in.  We will be reflecting on Amy-Jill Levine’s “Light of the World”  
curriculum.  Please call the church office for the Zoom information or simply email Pastor 
Darin.  The next gathering takes place Wed., Dec. 8 at 6:30 pm. 

 
Winter Book Club 
Books are now available for the winter book club to be held in February 2022.  Once Upon a 
Town by Bob Greene is the book of choice.  Even though it is an older book it is still appropri-
ate for reflection and study today.  Books are available for checkout in the library.  The Book 
Club will meet on February 22 at the Perkins in St. Cloud. 

 
Covenant Cards 
If you have not mailed in or delivered your Covenant Card for 2022 there is still time to get it 
in.  The Finance folk are busy preparing for 2022.  Your card/information helps us prepare for 
the coming year.  Thank you. 
 
Thank you! 
Thank you to everyone who has served recently helping with Advent Decorations, serving with 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing, helping out where needed.  We appreciate your ministry effort! 
 
Evenings in December 
Season of Joy, A Celtic Christmas Celebration featuring the Ecumenical Choir (Crusade Choir) 
and live musicians. 
  December 17 - 7pm 
  December 18 - 7pm 
  December 19 - 2pm 
Christmas Eve: 3pm - Carols and Candles 5pm - Traditional, Chancel Choir, with  
Dr. Marcelyn Smale 

First Presbyterian Church Happenings 
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First Presbyterian Church Happenings 

Christmas Gift Tree/Angel Tree 
 The Christmas Gift Tree/Angel Tree ministry will take place this year as it has in the 
past. The Angel Tree program will not be virtual, as it was last year, but we will have a tag 
with a child’s name and their specific gift request.  The Angel Tree program is a part of the 
Prison Fellowship program.  Our tree will also include tags for children in our community who 
will likely not receive a gift without our help.  These are children we know about through our 
local schools.  You can choose a tag and purchase a gift for that child.  The tags will have gift 
suggestions and clothing sizes. 
 The tree is now up in the main entrance so you can start shopping!  All gifts are to be 

wrapped and the gift tag attached.  Please return them to church no later than Sunday, Dec. 19
th 

so the Mission Committee members can deliver the gifts before Christmas.  If you have any 
questions or would like to assist with this ministry, please contact Kathy Arnold (251-8851) or 
any member of the Mission and Social Action Committee. 
Thank you for your help and support! 

 
Sunday School schedule (children & youth, 9:00am - 9:50am) 

Contact Mark Giese if you have questions about the schedule, etc at mark@fpcstcloud.org 

   December 12 - classroom SS 

   December 19 - G.I.F.T. Generations in Faith Together (Fellowship Hall) 

 
 
Today:  Attention College Students 
Cookies & Crafts with Friends in Faith College Ministry 
2:00pm - 4:00pm  Fellowship Hall - First Presbyterian Church   
Make a craft, and bake some holiday goodies - Join us for some pre-holiday fun. 
 
 
Wednesday Night Soup Dinner  
December 15th - A variety of homemade soups, breads and desserts served from 5:00p.m. to 
6:30p.m. If you’d like to bring a soup or a dessert, please see the sign-up poster located down-
stairs in the Fellowship Hall. Any questions contact: Mark Giese, mark@fpcstcloud.org   
 
 
Family Night Event - Country Lights Festival  
Friday, December 10th at Sartell Community Center 
5:00pm Outside tour of the Lights Festival. Hot chocolate served 
6:00pm Come inside the Sartell Community Center for a kids holiday movie 
Kids - bring your blanket/pillow if you'd like to watch from the floor. Chairs and tables will be 
available, as well as some easy clean-up snacks will be provided. Contact: Mark 
Giese, mark@fpcstcloud.org   

mailto:mark@fpcstcloud.org
mailto:mark@fpcstcloud.org
mailto:mark@fpcstcloud.org
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Monday –Thursday  

8:00 am -12:00 pm     
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STAFF 

 

REV. DARIN SEAMAN           
Pastor 

 

MARK GIESE 
Director of Youth and Campus 
Ministry  

 

 MARY NOTHNAGEL 
  Administrative Assistant 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

DON FORTNER 
Music Director 

 

PATTY SCOTT 
Custodian 

 
COLTON WALTERS 

LEAH JACOBS 
Campus Ministry Assistants 
 

 
 

 

 
SESSION  
 
Pastor Darin Seaman, Moderator  
Lynne Osteraas, Clerk 
 
Class of 2021:   Melinda Anderson (Service Groups),  
 Richard Lawrence (Adult Ed.), Chris Morris (Worship/

Evangelism), Kim Tollefson (Personnel) 
Class of 2022: David Buchin, (Worship/Evangelism), Lynn Rae Olson 

(Worship/Evangelism), Lori Smith (Children & Youth), 
Tomoko Rebeck (Children & Youth) 

Class of 2023: Tom Horn (Finance), Jeanne Duininck (Fellowship) 
 Darlene Scherbing (Mission), Rodney Kadlec (Property) 
  
 
DEACONS   
 
Class of 2021: Chris Chopp, Karen Chopp, Don Ramsey, Bonnie Ramsey, 

Norm Seehusen 
 

 Class of 2022:   Judy Hook, Peter Espelien, Jeannie Chu, Norine Schmitt,   
     Marsha Elg, Linda Addicott 

 Class of 2023:   Mary Jost, Betty Vigen, Sandy Johnson, Janis Cimperman, 
     Barb Isaacson 

       

 

 

     Our Mission Statement 

“Bringing the Living Hope of 

the Gospel to the World by 

Knowing and Serving Jesus 

Christ” 

 

 

      Our Vision Statement 

“The Kingdom of God made 

known one sacred space at a 

time” 


