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“Mysterious Beginnings” 

 

A three-part series 
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WELCOME AND GREETING       Pastor Darin  
        
INTROIT             Rickie Espelien  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP   Based on Psalm 29    Ryne Pentz 
 
OPENING PRAYER        Ryne Pentz 
 
HYMN          “We Three Kings”   
   
CALL TO CONFESSION         Worship Leader 2 
   
PRAYER OF CONFESSION        Worship Leader 2  
 Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; that we may 
delight in your will, and walk in you ways, to the glory of your Name.  Amen.  
 
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS       Worship Leader 2 
 God’s grace frees us and heals us.  We are set free from a past that we cannot change and 
allowed to lead new lives based on God’s grace. 
 In Jesus Christ we have been forgiven. 
 Thanks be to God!  Amen  
 
THE PEACE  
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION      Ryne Pentz 
        
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Genesis 1:1-5   Ryne Pentz 
 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was a formless 
void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of 
the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the 
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and 
the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

  

TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES      Pastor Darin  
    

   

 

 
 

Order of Worship 
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GOSPEL LESSON   Mark 1:4-11       Pastor Darin 

 4 John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5 And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6 Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7 He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is com-
ing after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8 I have bap-
tized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 9 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10 And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11 And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 The word of the Lord. 
 Thanks be to God. 

 

SERMON   “Mysterious Beginnings”    Rev. Darin Seaman 

 

HYMN   “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” 

OFFERTORY         Worship Leader 4 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER        Worship Leader 4 

            

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND LORD’S PRAYER   Pastor Darin 

 

MUSIC     The Blessing     

              
BENEDICTION  
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Worship At-Home For Now 
The Session continues to monitor COVID-19 numbers and has decided to worship online until 
January 17th.  While this is not an ideal situation we are striving to help our community by 
avoiding contact here at church on Sunday mornings.  The church building remains open and 
small groups are still welcome to participate in activities as long as protocols are observed. 
 
 
Worship Online 
Do you wish to help out in worship with a video recording?  Please call the church office to 
volunteer your services.  We are looking for multiple readers. 
 
 
Sunday School 
Parents of PreK - 6th grade: we resume Sunday School tonight via Zoom. 6:00 p.m. start. 
[Zoom] registration is easy and required in order to get the secure link. Email Mark Giese for 
the registration link:  mark@fpcstcloud.org 
 
 
Notice of Annual Meeting 
Please join us on Sunday, January 24 at 1:00 pm via Zoom for our annual meeting of the cor-
poration and congregation.  Annual reports will be made available online and for those who 
wish to pick one up.  The meeting ID is 818 7447 4743.  The passcode is 600016.  People may 
begin entering the meeting at 12:50 pm and the meeting will commence at 1:00 pm.  If you 
prefer to call into the meeting, please call the church office for instructions. 
 
 

First Presbyterian Church Happenings 

mailto:mark@fpcstcloud.org
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Office Hours:   

  

Monday –Thursday  

8:00 am -12:00 pm     
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Director of Youth and Campus 
Ministry  

 

MARY NOTHNAGEL 
Administrative Assistant 

 
 

 

 

 

 

PATTY SCOTT 
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SCOTT VARNER 
Director of Facilities  
 
 

 
 

 

 
SESSION  
 
Pastor Darin Seaman, Moderator  
Lynne Osteraas, Clerk 
 
Class of 2021:   Melinda Anderson (Service Groups),  
 Richard Lawrence (Adult Ed.), Chris Morris 

(Worship/Evangelism), Kim Tollefson (Personnel) 
Class of 2022: David Buchin, (Worship/Evangelism), Lynn Rae 

Olson (Worship/Evangelism), Lori Smith (Children 
& Youth), Tomoko Rebeck (Children & Youth) 

Class of 2023: Tom Horn (Finance), Jeanne Duininck (Fellowship) 
 Darlene Scherbing (Mission) 
  
DEACONS   
 
Class of 2020:  Kari Ahles, Kristin Brandt, Betty Payne,  

Duane Scherbing 
 
Class of 2021: Chris Chopp, Karen Chopp, Don Ramsey, Bonnie   

Ramsey, Norm Seehusen 
 

 Class of 2022:   Judy Hook, Peter Espelien, Jeannie Chu,  
     Norine Schmitt, Marsha Elg, Linda Addicott 

 Class of 2023:   Kathy Lyon, Mary Jost, Betty Vigen,                  
     Sandy Johnson, Janis Cimperman, Barb Isaacson 

       


