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Order of Worship
PRELUDE

Your Love Defends Me

(by Matt Maher/Hannah Kerr)

INTROIT

Lord, Prepare Me

Lowertown Ministries
No. 701

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.
GREETING AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please sign and pass the friendship pad.

Pastor Darin

CALL TO WORSHIP
We come to worship this morning from different places.
O God, do not be far from us.
We come to worship this morning for different reasons.
O God, do not be far from us.
We experience the presence of the Spirit in different ways.
O God, do not be far from us.
We hear Jesus’ words with different ears.
O God, do not be far from us.
“Deny yourselves and take up your cross.”
O God, do not be far from us.
“Follow me.”

Pastor Darin

OPENING PRAYER

Pastor Darin

*You may stand in body or spirit as you sing.
*HYMN

Praise to You, O Great Creator

CALL TO CONFESSION

Dakota Road
Ryne Pentz

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
adapted from Psalm 51
Ryne Pentz
Have mercy on us, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your abundant
mercy blot out our transgressions.
Wash us thoroughly from our iniquity, and cleanse us from our sin! For we know our
transgressions, and our sin is ever before us.
Against you have we sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you may be justified
in your words and blameless in your judgment.
Hide your face from our sins, and blot out all our iniquities.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
Cast us not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from us.
Restore to us the joy of your salvation, and uphold us with a willing spirit.
For you will not delight in sacrifice, or we would give it;
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you will not be pleased with a burnt offering.
Our sacrifice, O God, is a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.
(Silent reflection)
WORDS OF FORGIVENESS
Know that you are forgiven and be at peace.
Amen.

Ryne Pentz

*RESPONSE

No. 691

Lord, When I Came Into This Life

*PASSING THE PEACE OF CHRIST
The grace and peace of Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

Pastor Darin

SPECIAL MUSIC

Lowertown Ministries

Love the Lord
(by Lincoln Brewster)

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Ryne Pentz

PSALM
Psalm 19
Ryne Pentz
1
The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork.
2
Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares knowledge.
3
There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard;
4
yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the world.
In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun,
5
which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like a strong man runs its
course with joy.
6
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them; and nothing is hid
from its heat.
7
The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of the Lord are sure, making
wise the simple;
8
the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the commandment of the Lord is clear,
enlightening the eyes;
9
the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of the Lord are true
and righteous altogether.
10
More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb.
11
Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is great reward.
12
But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults.
13
Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have dominion over me.
Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great transgression.
14
Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart
be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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TIME WITH YOUNG DISCIPLES

Pastor Darin

GOSPEL LESSON
Mark 8:27-38
Pastor Darin
27
Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way
he asked his disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28 And they answered him, “John the
Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29 He asked them, “But who
do you say that I am?” Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30 And he sternly ordered
them not to tell anyone about him.
31
Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and
be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days
rise again. 32 He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke
him. 33 But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me,
Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34
He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake
of the gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit
their life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of
me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also
be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

“Identity Theft”

Rev. Darin Seaman

Belonging to God, a first catechism, Pastor Darin
adapted for use

Question 22. Who was sent to be the Messiah?
God sent Jesus to be the Messiah. Messiah means "anointed one." The New Testament
word for Messiah is Christ. Jesus is called the Christ, because God anointed him to be
the Savior who would rescue us from sin and death.
Question 23. How did God keep the promise to Abraham by sending Jesus?
By sending Jesus, God opened up the covenant with Abraham to the whole world. God
welcomed all who have faith in Jesus into the blessings of the covenant.
Question 24. Was Jesus just another human being?
No. Although he was truly human, he was also God with us. As someone who was truly
human, he could share all our sorrows. Yet because he was truly God, he could save us
from all our sins.
Question 25. What was Jesus like?
When Jesus spoke, he spoke with God's authority. When he acted, he acted with God's
power. The people were amazed. He was also gentle and loving. He cared for us in all our
needs as a shepherd cares for the sheep.
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Question 26. What did he do during his life on earth?
He called disciples to follow him. He fed the hungry, healed the sick, blessed children, befriended outcasts, required people to repent, and forgave their sins. He taught people not
to fear, but to trust always in God. He preached the good news of God's love and gave
everyone hope for new life.
*HYMN

Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken

No. 498

WE GIVE OUR OFFERINGS
Invitation to Give
John Bowden
*Offertory Music Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow No. 606
*Prayer of Dedication
John Bowden
*HYMN

Make Me an Instrument of Your Love

WE GIVE OUR OFFERINGS
Invitation to Give
Offering Music
In the Lord I’ll be Ever Thankful

Dakota Road
Ryne Pentz
No. 654

In the Lord I’ll be ever thankful; in the Lord I will rejoice!
Look to God; do not be afraid.
Lift up your voices; the Lord is near.
Lift up your voices; the Lord is near.
Prayer of Dedication

Ryne Pentz

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
*HYMN

We Are a Chosen People of God

Dakota Road

*BENEDICTION

Pastor Darin

POSTLUDE

Lowertown Ministries
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First Presbyterian Church Happenings
Serving Us Today
Thank you for sharing your ministry with us today: Ryne Pentz (Worship Leader), Don
Fortner (Music), Lynn Rae Olson & Carrie Raiche,(Ushers), Leah Jacobs & Christly Sumihi
(Nursery), Jay Espelien, John & Patty Scott (Audio/Visual).
Prayer Requests
If you have a prayer request that you would like Pastor Darin to mention in worship, please
hand a note to an usher or to Pastor Darin.
Transportation Help
The Deacons are in need of some drivers. Some have already assisted but we have added a
few people that may need a ride to worship. If you are able to be of assistance, please let
Karen Chopp or Pastor Darin know.
Good News Sunday—Sept. 19
We celebrate Good News Sunday next week in the sanctuary.
Fish Fry Dinner - Wednesday, Sept. 22
We hope to have indoor and outdoor seating available. Dinner served from 5:00 - 6:30 p.m. in
the Fellowship Hall. Helpers are wanted for the kitchen. Also seeking desserts. Please see a
sign-up poster in the Fellowship Hall or contact Mark Giese: mark@fpcstcloud.org,
College Ministry
Friends in Faith is a college student ministry here at First Presbyterian Church. Our first gathering of students is next Sunday, September 19, at 5:00 p.m. with a yard party and supper.
Food provided. All are welcome. For more information, contact Mark
Giese: mark@fpcstcloud.org
Sunday School Children & Youth
Open House scheduled for next Sunday, September 19 at 9:15 a.m. It is a chance for children and parents to meet or be reacquainted with their peers, teachers, and helpers.
New bibles for Grades 2 - High School. The new bibles will be presented to youth in worship
next Sunday, September 19.
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First Presbyterian Church Happenings
Fair Trade Purchases
Don’t forget that the church offers Fair Trade products in Fellowship Hall after worship.
The Fair Trade products we offer include: Coffee (Reg & Decaf), Olive Oil, Tea, Almonds,
Hot Cocoa Mix, Baking Cocoa, Chocolate Bars (reg. and mini). Proceeds benefit Clearwater Forest Camp.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
If you wish to donate for Hurricane Ida relief efforts please make a check payable to the
church with "Ida" in the memo section. If you prefer to give online, please go to https://
pma.pcusa.org/donate/make-a-gift/gift-info/DR000169/ Your One Great Hour of Sharing offerings also supports the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. Thank you for your prayers and
donations.
First Fridays at First Concert Series
Friday October 1, 2021 at 7PM
Nicholas Carter - Harpist - featuring Paraguayan and South American folk music.
Mr. Carter will delight the audience with stories surrounding the music he shares.
Friday November 5, 2021 at 7PM
Partly Tame - A Trio of phenomenal Women sharing their well-honed musical
skills. Featuring Marienne Kreitlow, Composer and Pianist, Susan Schleper, Soprano and
Christina Seaborn, Violinist. You will not want to miss this extraordinary evening of musical
talent.
Worship Reflection
Feelings are great liars. If Christians only worshiped when they felt like it, there would be
precious little worship that went on. Feelings are important in many areas, but completely
unreliable in matters of faith. . . We think that if we don’t feel something there can be no authenticity in doing it. But the wisdom of God says something different: that we can act ourselves into a new way of feeling much quicker that we can feel ourselves into a new way of
acting. Worship is an act which develops feelings for God, not a feeling for God that is expressed in an act of worship. When we obey the command to praise God in worship, our
deep, essential need to be in relationship with God is nurtured.
-Eugene Peterson in his book A Long Obedience in the Same Direction
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SESSION
Pastor Darin Seaman, Moderator
Lynne Osteraas, Clerk
Class of 2021: Melinda Anderson (Service Groups),
Richard Lawrence (Adult Ed.), Chris Morris (Worship/
Evangelism), Kim Tollefson (Personnel)
Class of 2022: David Buchin, (Worship/Evangelism), Lynn Rae Olson
(Worship/Evangelism), Lori Smith (Children & Youth),
Tomoko Rebeck (Children & Youth)
Class of 2023: Tom Horn (Finance), Jeanne Duininck (Fellowship)
Darlene Scherbing (Mission), Rodney Kadlec (Property)
Our Mission Statement

“Bringing the Living Hope of
the Gospel to the World by
Knowing and Serving Jesus
Christ”

Our Vision Statement

“The Kingdom of God made
known one sacred space at a
time”

DEACONS
Class of 2021: Chris Chopp, Karen Chopp, Don Ramsey, Bonnie Ramsey,
Norm Seehusen
Class of 2022: Judy Hook, Peter Espelien, Jeannie Chu, Norine Schmitt,
Marsha Elg, Linda Addicott
Class of 2023: Mary Jost, Betty Vigen, Sandy Johnson, Janis Cimperman,
Barb Isaacson

Office Hours:

STAFF

Monday –Thursday
8:00 am -12:00 pm
1:00 pm - 430 pm

REV. DARIN SEAMAN

DON FORTNER

Pastor

Music Director

MARK GIESE

PATTY SCOTT

Director of Youth and Campus
Ministry

Custodian

First Presbyterian Church
PC(USA)
340 Fifth Avenue South
Saint Cloud, MN 56301
Telephone:
320-251-8277

Email:
admasst@fpcstcloud.org
www.fpcstcloud.org

MARY NOTHNAGEL
Administrative Assistant
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SCOTT VARNER
Director of Facilities

